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1      IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
            COUNTY DEPARTMENT - LAW DIVISION

2

3

4 PAUL DULBERG and THE PAUL          )
DULBERG REVOCABLE TRUST,           )

5                                    )
     Plaintiffs,                   )

6                                    )
     vs.                           )  No. 2022 L 010905

7                                    )
KELLY N. BAUDIN a/k/a Baudin &     )

8 Baudin, Baudin & Baudin, an        )
Association of Attorneys, Law      )

9 Offices of Baudin & Baudin, Baudin )
& Baudin Law Offices, et al.,      )

10                                    )
     Defendants.                   )

11

12

13           REMOTE VIDEOCONFERENCE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

14 had at the hearing in the above-entitled cause before

15 the Honorable ANTHONY C. SWANAGAN, Judge of said Court,

16 on the 6th day of March, 2025, at the hour of 9:51

17 o'clock a.m.

18

19

20

21

22 STENOGRAPHICALLY REPORTED BY:
BETH SKLAR, CSR, RPR

23 State of Illinois CSR License No. 084-002148

24

FILED
3/10/2025 12:32 PM
Mariyana T. Spyropoulos
CIRCUIT CLERK
COOK COUNTY, IL
2022L010905
Calendar, U
31747815
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1 APPEARANCES (Via Videoconference):

2      PAUL DULBERG, PRO SE
     4606 Hayden Court

3      McHenry, Illinois 60051
     paul_dulberg@comcast.net

4

          Appeared pro se;
5

     THOMAS KOST
6      423 Dempster Street

     Mount Prospect, Illinois 60056
7      847-553-4404

     st999@gmail.com;
8

     ROBERT A. CHAPMAN, ESQUIRE
9      CHAPMAN SPINGOLA, LLP

     190 South LaSalle Street
10      Suite 3850

     Chicago, Illinois 60603
11      312-630-9202

     rchapman@chapmanspingola.com
12

          Appeared on behalf of ADR Systems of America,
13           LLC;

14      GEORGE J. MANOS, ESQUIRE
     LEWIS BRISBOIS BISGAARD & SMITH

15      550 West Adams Street
     Suite 300

16      Chicago, Illinois 60661
     312-345-1718

17      george.manos@lewisbrisbois.com

18           Appeared on behalf of Joseph David Olsen,
          Craig A. Willette, and Raphael E. Yalden II;

19

20

21

22

23
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1 APPEARANCES (CONTINUED):

2      JEREMY N. BOEDER, ESQUIRE
     TRIBLER, ORPETT & MEYER, P.C.

3      225 West Washington Street
     Suite 1300

4      Chicago, Illinois 60606
     312-201-6439

5      jnboeder@tribler.com

6           Appeared on behalf of Defendants Kelly N.
          Baudin, William Randal Baudin II, and Kelran,

7           Inc., a/k/a The Baudin Law Group, Ltd.;

8      THOMAS J. LONG, ESQUIRE
     KONICEK & DILLON, P.C.

9      21 West State Street
     Geneva, Illinois 60134

10      630-262-9655
     tlong@konicekdillonlaw.com

11

          Appeared on behalf of Respondent Alphonse
12           Talarico.

13
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16

17

18
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21
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23
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1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

2                         - - -

3           THE COURT:  Dulberg versus multiple

4      defendants, Case No. 2022 L 010905.

5           MR. CHAPMAN:  Good morning, your Honor.

6      Robert Chapman for the petitioner ADR Systems.

7           THE COURT:  Good morning.

8           Good morning, Mr. Dulberg.

9           MR. DULBERG:  Good morning.

10           THE COURT:  Good morning.

11           MR. DULBERG:  Can you hear us?

12           THE COURT:  Yes.

13           MR. DULBERG:  Can you see us?

14           THE COURT:  I can see you.

15           MR. DULBERG:  Very good.

16           THE COURT:  Okay.

17           Now, I'm not positive, because I haven't seen

18      it, but our court coordinator did tell me:  Is it

19      true that, Mr. Dulberg, you have an attorney who is

20      being going to be representing you to respond to

21      the petition for fees?  Is that right?  Or any

22      other things?

23           MR. DULBERG:  No.  We both -- we've already

24      responded to the petition.
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1           THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.

2           MR. DULBERG:  On February 24th.

3           THE COURT:  Okay.  I thought I had seen or,

4      you know, I thought I had seen something about

5      there being a new attorney on this case somewhere,

6      so I apologize if I'm misunderstanding who was

7      popping in.

8           MR. BOEDER:  Me.

9           THE COURT:  Ah.

10           MR. BOEDER:  I'm sorry.  If I may, your Honor,

11      Jeremy Boeder.  I had represented the Dulberg --

12      or, I'm sorry, the Baudin defendants in the past.

13      I changed firms and we filed a --

14           THE COURT:  Ah.

15           MR. BOEDER:  (inaudible) motion for

16      substitution.  We're sort of hoping that that could

17      get taken care of today.  We do have a substitution

18      of attorneys signed by the former firm, but I'm

19      guessing that's what you saw --

20           THE COURT:  Absolutely.  Okay.

21           MR. BOEDER:  -- (inaudible) yesterday.

22           THE COURT:  Okay.  So thank you for that.  I

23      knew it came in like right, you know, before I had

24      a chance to really look.  So, yes, that's
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1      absolutely granted then.

2           MR. LONG:  Judge, Thomas Long on behalf of

3      Alphonse Talarico.  And, by the way, Jeremy is

4      never considered new; he's old.

5           THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you for --

6           MR. LONG:  I'm here on behalf of Mr. Talarico.

7           THE COURT:  Okay.  Fair enough.  But let's

8      see.

9           So Mr. Dulberg has already filed a response,

10      but, Mr. Long, do you want to file a response on

11      behalf of Mr. Talarico?

12           MR. LONG:  No, Judge.  We just want to move

13      this along.

14           THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Let's see.

15      Anything else we need to do today other than I

16      guess I can ask ADR:  Do you want to file a reply

17      to Mr. Dulberg's response?

18           MR. CHAPMAN:  I'd like to avoid it, your

19      Honor.  It's --

20           THE COURT:  Okay.

21           MR. CHAPMAN:  It doesn't really address the

22      issues of where we're at in the case right now,

23      which is the fee petition that you've authorized us

24      to.
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1           THE COURT:  Right.

2           MR. CHAPMAN:  So then all I'd be doing is

3      adding more costs onto our request.  If there was a

4      specific issue you wanted me to respond to, I

5      would, but otherwise I don't think it's a good use

6      of any of our time.

7           THE COURT:  No.  I understand.  I just always

8      ask when there's a pleading that somebody --

9           MR. CHAPMAN:  Right.

10           THE COURT:  -- at least technically has the

11      right to file a written response to, I always ask

12      if you want to.  So that being said, you don't want

13      to, here's what I'll do then.

14           Wait, let me ask:  Is there anything else

15      going on in this case right now other than that fee

16      petition?

17           MR. CHAPMAN:  No.

18           MR. KOST:  May I -- may I go -- speak to that

19      issue --

20           THE COURT:  Sure.

21           MR. KOST:  -- on this call?

22           THE COURT:  Yes.

23           MR. KOST:  Very good.  In our February 24th of

24      this year response, we alleged some, as everyone
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1      would agree, some pretty, pretty serious claims we

2      mentioned in front of the Court many times and we

3      made the accusation of fraud on the Court that the

4      sanctions were born in acts of fraud on the Court,

5      and we would never, ever, ever say something like

6      that in public or in court unless we had the

7      exhibits to back it up, which is why we included

8      the exhibits and we'll be glad to include more.

9           But, yes, these ac- -- we recognize, and I

10      hope everyone else does, that it -- I've read

11      somewhere that you should never use the "K" word in

12      court, and I read that they meant kangaroo, because

13      I, myself, can be sanctioned because it's just a

14      serious thing to say and I recognize that, and I

15      would never, ever go on record saying anything like

16      this unless I had the evidence to back it up and

17      quite a lot of it.  So, yes, that is an issue

18      that's been brought up and quite a few others.

19           There's -- there's --

20           THE COURT:  Let me -- hold on.  Hold on.

21           MR. KOST:  Please.

22           THE COURT:  When I asked the question, I

23      wasn't meaning you.  I know -- I've read quite a

24      bit of what you've brought up, so I was wondering
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1      what I'm -- what I'm considering right now is -- is

2      bound to make me take into account everything that

3      you have filed, everything that Mr. Dulberg has

4      filed.  So when I was asking if there was anything

5      else out there, I do understand that your filings

6      have something to do with your arguments that

7      Mr. Dulberg should not be sanctioned and that, you

8      know, he should have been allowed to proceed in

9      other fashions that hadn't been permitted so far.

10      So, yeah, I was just asking if anybody else had

11      anything, not focusing on you versus ADR and all of

12      Mr. Dulberg's pleadings as it is, so I wasn't

13      asking.  I know what you have, or at least I know

14      what you've filed, so --

15           MR. KOST:  There are -- there are other issues

16      that just came up recently, if I may.  I can show

17      you --

18           THE COURT:  No.  Showing me here doesn't help

19      because you have no idea just how small my screen

20      is.

21           MR. KOST:  Oh, I know.  I'll gladly submit

22      them to the court reporter, but it's very, very

23      important because it has to do with --

24           THE COURT:  No.  No.  Here's -- but here's
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1      what you have to understand.

2           MR. KOST:  Yes.

3           THE COURT:  I consider things that have been

4      filed.

5           MR. KOST:  Okay.

6           THE COURT:  So showing me stuff doesn't work.

7      Sending me emails doesn't work.  So you do know how

8      to file things, so what I'll suggest that you do is

9      if there's anything you think I need to consider

10      that hasn't already been filed on the docket, file

11      it in the docket of the case.  Okay?

12           MR. KOST:  I may file, say, a 15-page maximum

13      for things I feel haven't already been mentioned,

14      Judge.

15           THE COURT:  Okay.

16           MR. KOST:  Thank you.

17           THE COURT:  Because what I was going to be

18      doing anyway was taking some time to write an order

19      on ADR's petition, and I understood that you had

20      some things to say regarding the merits of the

21      underlying allegations as well as the petition

22      itself.

23           MR. KOST:  That is correct.

24           THE COURT:  (Inaudible due to crosstalk) But
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1      we're granting sanctions itself, so, yes --

2           MR. LONG:  Judge.

3           THE COURT:  Yes.  Who is speaking up?

4           Mr. Long, go ahead.

5           MR. LONG:  My understanding is the case is

6      over --

7           THE COURT:  Yes.

8           MR. LONG:  -- except for sanctions.

9           THE COURT:  Yes.

10           MR. LONG:  And now what Mr. Dulberg and

11      company want to do is spin off into some other

12      direction and I think that's entirely

13      inappropriate.

14           THE COURT:  Well, when we --

15           MR. LONG:  There's no case left except

16      sanctions.

17           THE COURT:  Well, you heard me ask that

18      question in exactly those terms, right?

19           MR. LONG:  Yeah.

20           THE COURT:  And so the deal is, I don't stop

21      people from filing whatever it is they want to

22      file, and to the extent that I think things have

23      already been resolved and res judicata or a closed

24      situation, I know there's been, you know, an appeal
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1      dismissed on some of the, you know, underlying

2      issues, so the push line is, particularly when

3      someone is pro se, I'm not going to tell them to

4      not file something, but if they file something that

5      I think has already been foreclosed, that will be

6      what goes into my order.

7           MR. LONG:  Okay.  Thanks, Judge.  I just want

8      to make sure we're all on the same page here and

9      we're just not (inaudible) the case right now.

10           THE COURT:  Well, if you remember the way I

11      asked the question, I was asking, you know, anybody

12      else got anything, and I knew that Mr. Dulberg had

13      a bunch of other things to say, but, you know, I

14      know where I think the case is.  But, you know, I'm

15      not going to say my mind is closed.

16           What I'm going to say is that I'm going to

17      take everything into account, and if there are

18      things that I think have been foreclosed, my order

19      will reflect that.

20           So now as far as --

21           MR. KOST:  May I -- excuse me, sir.  May I

22      add, sir, to what Thomas Long said?  It will be

23      very, very short, one second.

24           THE COURT:  No.  You don't need to.  Like I
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1      said, anything you think I need to consider you

2      can --

3           MR. KOST:  Yes.

4           THE COURT:  -- add to the docket.  Okay?

5      So --

6           MR. KOST:  Yes.  Absolutely.  Thank you.

7           THE COURT:  Okay.  All-righty.

8           Now, with that said, I'm sure that you're not

9      going to be taking long to put anything on the

10      docket that you think I should read since you

11      already have what you think I should read in your

12      hand right now.  So I'm going to presume -- let's

13      see.

14           Mr. Chapman, are you going to -- I'm going to

15      ask you to do the order since it's your petition

16      today --

17           MR. CHAPMAN:  Okay.

18           THE COURT:  -- at issue now.

19           What I'm going to say is that I will presume

20      that anything that anyone thinks I should consider

21      will be filed by a week from tomorrow, so that's

22      March 14th.  Then I'm going to set this for a

23      status.

24           Let's see.  Darnesia, can I do a -- you've got
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1      to tell me if I'm got some trial in the way.  Can I

2      set this for a status like any day during the week

3      of April 14th?  I'm sorry.  I'm on trial that week.

4           THE CLERK:  Yes, you are.

5           THE COURT:  Oh, I am?  Okay?  How about the

6      follow week, the 21st, the week of April 21?  Am I

7      on trial that week?

8           THE CLERK:  You're trying to do a status?

9           THE COURT:  Yeah.  It can be an oddball time.

10           THE CLERK:  Okay.  April 22nd, that's a

11      Tuesday, at 9.

12           THE COURT:  Okay.  So I'm going to set this

13      for that date.  So, Mr. Chapman, if you could just

14      put in the ruling -- I mean in today's order that

15      it's set for status April 22nd at 9 for status on

16      the ruling on the fee petition and any other

17      matters that Mr. Dulberg has submitted, and you can

18      also put in the order that I anticipate having a

19      ruling done before that date.  Okay?

20           MR. CHAPMAN:  We'll take care of that, your

21      Honor.

22           THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.

23           MR. CHAPMAN:  I think just from our end, your

24      Honor, I emphasize this.  You know, first of all,
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1      Mr. Dulberg and Mr. Kost filed a 915-page document,

2      which they did, that's fine, you know, whatever it

3      is.  It does -- just the -- my prayer for relief in

4      my joint and several ruling is important to us and

5      so that's the only point I want to add, so we'll

6      prepare an order and circulate that.

7           THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you very

8      much and thank everybody on this very much for your

9      time and your patience.  And, you know, if things

10      go as I anticipate, if I issue a ruling that I

11      think doesn't leave any need for me to actually see

12      folks in person on that April date, I will, you

13      know, I'll put that in the order.  Okay.

14           MR. CHAPMAN:  Thank you, your Honor.

15           MR. BOEDER:  Excuse me, Judge.  A housekeeping

16      matter, your Honor, relative to the motion on our

17      motion -- or, excuse me, the order on our motion

18      for leave, we had already prepared a proposed

19      order.  Shall I just submit that one?

20           THE COURT:  Yes.  Absolutely.

21           MR. BOEDER:  Thank you.

22           THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.  All right.

23      Everybody have a good rest of your day.

24           (The hearing was concluded at 10:03 a.m.)
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1                  C E R T I F I C A T E

2

3

4           I, Beth Sklar, Certified Shorthand Reporter

5 and Registered Professional Reporter, in and for the

6 State of Illinois, certify that I was authorized to and

7 did stenographically report the foregoing proceedings

8 and that the transcript is a true and complete record of

9 my stenographic notes.

10           Dated this 8th day of March, 2025.

11

12

13            ___________________________________
           Beth Sklar, CSR, RPR

14            CSR License No. 084-002148
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